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OHAPTBE III

JULY 5, the chief events of which I have recorded, served
only as preparation for the decisive battle of the morrow.
The night passed quietly; our army, with its three cavalry
divisions detached towards Leopoldsdorf, had its true right
near Grosshofen; our centre was at Aderldaa; our left some-
what withheld at Breitenlee, giving our line the form of
an angle, of which Wagram was the apex. The tents of
the Emperor and his guard were a little in advance of Rasch-
dorf. A glance at the plan of the battle of Wagram will
show that the enemy's right, starting from the environs of
Kampendotf and passing along the left bank of the Eussbach
to Helmhof, whence it reached by Sanring to Stamersdorf,
formed thus a re-entering angle, of which the apex was
equally at Wagratn, This, therefore, was the essential point
of which each side wished to get possession, To succeed in
this, the object of either was to turn his enemy's left flank;
but the Archduke, having extended his army too much, was
obliged to send his orders in "writing, and these were either
misunderstood or ill-executed; while the Emperor, having his
reserves under Ms hand, could see and superintend the carry-
out of his instructions.

At daybreak oa the 6th the battle was renewed with
more vigour than on the previous day. Much to Napoleon's
surprise, the Archduke, who had till then confined himself to
the defensive, began to attack, and took Aderldaa from us.
Soon the artillery fire extended over the whole line; never
in the memory of man had the like been seen, for the number
of pieces brought into action by the two armies amounted to
1,200. The Austrian left wing, under the Archduke in
person, crossed the Bussbach, and debouched by those disorder ensued, aggravated by the blunder of some
